iv • COMMENTARY landscape feature likely impacted by the ITH is the Husky Lakes ecosystem, locally renowned for its saline waters and high ecological diversity, which provides Inuvialuit with ample opportunity for traditional hunting and fishing (IRC, 2011 ). Yet, the ITH will run parallel to the Husky Lakes for approximately half its length (80 km). It will alter the timing and location of access to the lakes, likely increasing recreational and Aboriginal fishing pressures on areas that become easier to access. While studies supported by local communities, Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada, Fisheries and Oceans Canada, and the Fisheries Joint Management Committee (FJMC) have been conducted or are ongoing (Mills et al., 2008; Gantner, 2013; Gantner and Gareis, 2013; Roux et al., in press) , the amendments to the Act may have significant impact on the protection of the diverse aquatic ecosystems, and more detailed studies within the corridor are needed. In response, the FJMC has made these concerns a new priority under its mandate. Water bodies that do not support CRA fisheries, but do support fish such as the ninespine stickleback, may receive little protection under the new Act. Use of existing and potential newly accessible lakes along the corridor as CRA fisheries will require careful assessment and regulation under the amended Act. Such lakes will be protected from "serious harm," but the proponents of resource development (which could include commercial fisheries), rather than the federal authorities, will now assess the likelihood of serious harm to these lakes. This change is of particular concern for the Husky Lakes, given their high cultural value to Inuvialuit (IRC, 2011) . Using the ITH as a model project for the Arctic could help regulators and policy makers get environmental legislation right, benefiting the resource sector and the local inhabitants, people and fish alike.
The ITH is just one of likely hundreds of projects in remote regions of Canada that exemplify the need for science-based environmental legislation in order to appropriately regulate natural resource development, while protecting ecosystem components. This need is particularly great for the sparsely populated Canadian Arctic, where land, lakes, and oceans are fundamental to the livelihood of its people. In light of major infrastructure projects in highly sensitive ecological regions, we need an open exchange of information to update approaches to resource development and to develop and apply new models and concepts based on science. Unfortunately, the current Canadian government's communication strategies and policies on science effectively mute open scientific discourse. In the context of Arctic research, this silencing has been most evident since the IPY 2012 Conference in Montreal, Quebec. Moreover, to amend the Fisheries Act without a significant consultation process provides little opportunity to unleash the collective knowledge about fish, fish habitat, and fisheries in Canada that is required to protect Canada's aquatic resources for future generations. Environmental legislation in Canada must incorporate all relevant science, be open to concerns of the Canadian public, its representatives in the public service, and garner the consent of Canada's Aboriginal people. 
